
Year Two Reading 

Year 2 Reading Working at Expected Standard 

The Pupil can: 

• Apply phonic knowledge to decode words. 

• Respond with the correct sound to graphemes for all 40+ phonemes, 
including alternative sounds. 

• Read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs 
taught. 

• Read a range of simple common exception words e.g. the, said, they, once, 
she, friend, school. 

• Read words with the endings -s, -es, -ing, -ed and -est. 

• Read words of more than one syllable which contain GPCs known. 

• Read contractions e.g. I'm, can’t, we'll. Know that apostrophes represent 
omitted letters. 

• Read some phonically-decodable books, closely matched to phonic 
knowledge. 

• Read pseudo (alien) words with accuracy, including vowel digraphs and 
trigraphs. 

• Fully engage with reading and take pleasure from books and texts. 

• Listen to, discuss and express views about a wide range of contemporary 
and classic poetry, some of which they can read independently. 

• Listen to, discuss and express views about a wide range of stories at a level 
beyond that which they can read independently.  

• Takes account of what others say. 

• Show understanding of texts read independently; self-correct. 

• Know and retell a wide range of stories, fairy stories and traditional tales. 

• Discuss the sequence of events in books, and how items of information are 
related. 

• Make inferences on the basis of what is said and done; predict according 
to what has been read so far. 

• Discuss and express views about a range of non-fiction texts which are 
structured in different ways. 

• Discuss and clarify the meaning of new words; discuss favourite words and 
phrases. 

• Recognise simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry. 

• Recite a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, using appropriate intonation 
 

 

 



Year 2 Reading Working at Greater Depth 

The Pupil can: 

• make inferences on the basis of what is said and done in a text they can 
read independently. 

• predict what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far in a 
text they can read independently. 

• make links between the text they are reading and other texts they have 
read (in texts that they can read independently). 

 


