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     ST. CHAD’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
              At St Chad’s we are part of Gods family. *We learn from Jesus’ teachings in the 

                      Gospel *We love Jesus and love each other with all our hearts *We show 

                                                   kindness to everyone just like Jesus did. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

               COLLECTIVE WORSHIP POLICY 
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abilities to the full. It must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their 

parents, their own and other cultures, and the environment.  
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Mission Statement 

At St Chad’s we are part of Gods family.  

*We learn from Jesus’ teachings in the Gospel  

*We love Jesus and love each other with all our hearts  

*We show kindness to everyone just like Jesus did. 

 

The Nature of Collective Worship 

We believe that Christian worship in a Catholic school names and celebrates 

God’s presence in our lives. It is concerned with giving glory, honour, praise 

and thanks to God. It is our loving response, in word and action, to God’s 

invitation to enter into a relationship, made possible through the work of Jesus 

Christ and the witness of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Legal Requirements 

We acknowledge the legal requirement that there must be a daily act of 

worship for all pupils. This can be either a single act of worship for all pupils, or 

separate acts of worship in school groups.  

 

The place of Collective Worship in the life of our school 

As a Catholic School we base our worship, ethos and curriculum around the  

teachings of Christ. Our Christian identity is a focal point and it is at the heart 

of everything that we do. We aim to make the Liturgical life of the school both 

creative and diverse to ensure that we stimulate and challenge the children in 

a spiritual way.  

 

This policy supports the Liturgical life of the school by providing guidelines for  

various acts of worship from the individual, to class prayer times, to Gospel 

Assemblies, to whole school Masses in school or at St. Chad’s church with the 

Parish and the wider community. We also recognise the rich multicultural 

society within which we live. We reflect other cultures in our worship and 

teachings where appropriate. We compare faiths to enable us to deepen our 

understanding of our own faith. (Multicultural Policy) 

 

The Aims of Collective Worship 

We believe that Collective Worship in our school aims to provide opportunity 

for all pupils and staff:  

• To contemplate something of the mystery of God  
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• To reflect on spiritual and moral issues  

• To explore their own beliefs  

• To respond to and celebrate life 

• To experience a sense of belonging and develop community spirit 

• To develop a common ethos and shared values  

 

At St Chad’s Catholic School, we help each other be the best that we can be by 

aiming. 

• To enrich religious experience  

• To grow in liturgical understanding and development  

• To reinforce prayers which are part of the Catholic tradition 

• To reinforce positive attitudes 

• To participate fully  

• To take time out ‘to wonder at’, ‘to come to terms with’ and ‘to give 

worth to. 

 

Principles 

All acts of worship at St. Chad’s school will: 

• Give glory and honour to God. 

• Be a quality activity, fundamental to the life of the school and its 

Catholic character.  

• Give children positive, age appropriate liturgical experiences in order to 

prepare them for the liturgical life of the Church. 

• When planning any services, we try and use the Gather Listen Respond 

and Go Forth model. This model reflects the four parts of Mass and it is a 

good basis on which to plan worship.  

• When planning worship, it should reflect the theme, or liturgical season 

of the church where appropriate. Allow the children to feel differences 

in the mood of the Liturgical calendar and to experience different 

Collective Worships to further their spiritual self.  

• Scripture will be the focus in most acts of worship (with flexibility to 

respond to changing situations within the school and the wider 

community) 

• As the children grow in age and confidence, they can take a more active 

part in the planning of Liturgy.  

• Children in Early Years can prepare the focus- e.g. selecting the right 

liturgical colour of cloth, placing a candle and a Bible in the centre, with 
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the adult placing any additional props. Using a piece of material made by 

the children using a hand print or foot print.  

 

• Children in Key Stage 1 can write simple prayers that can be used, they 

can help to choose the hymns sung with guidance, so they fit in the 

theme of the worship. Children can choose the artefacts needed and the 

correct liturgical cloths as a teaching point or reinforcement.  

 

• Children in Key Stage 2 can plan simple acts of worship, reflecting on the 

four aspects Gather Listen Respond and Go Forth. The children can think 

about the type of response that would be the most appropriate. They 

can lead through playing musical instruments and using recorded music 

in their worship.  

 

Recording Collective Worship: 

Collective Worship is recorded on a liturgy planner to keep note of themes, 

leaders, pupil groupings and resources. Collective Worship is also recorded 

through displays, collections of pupils’ contributions, prayers, reflections, 

photographs and floor books. 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

At least once a year the school’s provision of worship will be evaluated to 

consider whether it meets the needs of all pupils and whether pupils are 

making progress in acquiring skills and abilities in organising and leading 

worship. This is carried out through surveys of Parents, Staff and Children and 

analysed by the Leadership Team. Collective Worship at St. Chad’s is also 

monitored and evaluated through observations carried out by RE subject lead 

and leadership team. 

 

Resources 

Resources include books, posters, artefacts etc. as well as Prayer Table 

artefacts available in each classroom. The traditional prayers of the Church are 

included in Appendix 1 which can be used to support Collective Worship in 

school. 
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Appendix 

Traditional Prayers of The Church 

 

THE SIGN OF THE CROSS  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen  

 

THE OUR FATHER  

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen.  

 

THE HAIL MARY  

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women, 

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for 

us sinners, now, and at the hour of our death. Amen.  

 

GLORY BE TO THE FATHER  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the  

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen 

 

ACT OF FAITH  

My God, I believe in you  

and all that your Church  

teaches, because you have said it,  

your word is true.  

 

ACT OF CHARITY 

My God, because you are 

so good, I love you with all 

my heart, and for your sake,  

I love my neighbour as myself  

 

ACT OF HOPE  

My God, I hope in you, for grace and for glory, because of your promises, your  

mercy and your power.  
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THIS IS OUR FAITH  

This is our faith. This is the faith of the Church. We are proud to profess it, In 

Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen  

 

AN ACT OF CONTRITION  

O my God, because you are so good, I am very sorry that I have sinned against 

you, and by the help of your grace I will not sin again. Amen  

 

ETERNAL REST  

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, And let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace. Amen. 

 

MORNING PRAYERS 

Father in heaven, you love me, you are with me night and day. I want to love 

you always, in all I do and say. I’ll try to please you, Father, bless me through 

the day.  

Amen  

 

GRACE BEFORE MEALS 

Bless us, O God, as we sit together. Bless the food we eat today. Bless the 

hands that made the food. Bless us, O God. Amen 

 

GRACE AFTER MEALS  

Thank you, God, for the food we have eaten. Thank you, God, for all our 

friends. Thank you, God, for everything, Thank you, God. Amen 

 

EVENING PRAYER 

God our Father, I come to say Thank you for your love today. Thank you for my  

family and all the friends you give to me. Guard me in the dark of night and in 

the morning send your light. Amen 

 

PARTS OF THE MASS  

TO GREET THE GOSPEL  

C. The Lord be with you. P. And with your Spirit C. A reading from the holy 

Gospel according to ------ P. Glory to you, O Lord  
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LORD HAVE MERCY  

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.  

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

 

LAMB OF GOD  

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. Lamb of 

God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you 

take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.  

 

PENITENTIAL ACT  

I confess to almighty God, and to you my brothers and sisters, that I have 

greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done and in 

what I have failed to do, through my fault, though my fault, through my most 

grievous fault; therefore I ask Blessed Mary, ever-Virgin, all the Angels and 

Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.  

 

THE GLORIA  

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will. We 

praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, we give thanks for your 

great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, 

Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away 

the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy 

on us. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are 

the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen.  

  

THE CREED  

I believe in one God, The Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten 

Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
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through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came 

down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 

and became man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was  

buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He  

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have 

no end.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets.  

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for 

the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and 

the life of the world to come. Amen  

  

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus  

Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the  

Virgin Mary. suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead; he 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

almighty; from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the  

body, and life everlasting. Amen  

 

PRAYERS BEFORE HOLY COMMUNION  

Lord Jesus, come to me. Lord Jesus, give me your love. Lord Jesus, come to me  

and give me yourself. Lord Jesus, friend of children come to me. Lord Jesus you 

are my Lord and my God. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Lord Jesus, I love and adore you, you’re a special friend to me. Welcome, Lord  

Jesus, welcome. Thank you for coming to me. Thank you, Lord Jesus, O thank 

you for giving yourself to me. Make me strong to show your love wherever I 

may be.  
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PRAYER TO MY GUARDIAN ANGEL  

Angel of God, my guardian dear, to whom God’s love commits me here, ever 

this day be at my side, to light, to guard, to rule and guide. Amen  

 

PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT  

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, and kindle in them the fire of 

your love. Send forth your Spirit, and they shall be created, and you will renew 

the face of the earth. O God who has taught the hearts of the faithful by the 

light of the Holy Spirit, grant that by the gift of the same Spirit, we may be 

always truly wise and ever rejoice in his consolation. Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen  

 

PRAYER FOR POPE FRANCIS 

God our Father, shepherd and guide, look with love on Pope Francis your 

servant, the pastor of your Church. May his word and example inspire and 

guide the Church, and may he, and all those entrusted to his care, come to the 

joy of everlasting life.  

 

PRAYER FOR PEACE  

God our Father, creator of the world, you establish the order which governs all 

the ages. Hear our prayer and give us peace in our time that we may rejoice in 

your mercy and praise you without end.  

 

MEMORARE  

Remember, O most loving Virgin Mary, that it is a thing unheard of, that 

anyone had ever had recourse to your protection, implored your help, or 

sought your intercession, and was left forsaken. Filled therefore with 

confidence in your goodness I fly to you, O Mother, Virgin of virgins. To you I 

come, before you I stand, a sorrowful sinner. Despise not my poor words, O 

Mother of the Word of God, but graciously hear and grant my prayer. 

 

THE ANGELUS  

i. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary: and she conceived by the Holy 

Spirit.  

Hail Mary full of grace ------ 

ii. Behold the handmaid of the Lord: be it done unto me according to thy word. 

Hail  
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Mary full of grace ------  

iii. And the Word was made flesh: and dwelt amongst us. Hail Mary full of 

grace ------  

Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. That we may be made worthy of the 

promises of Christ. 

 

MAGNIFICAT  

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my 

Saviour; for he has looked with favour on his lowly servant, and from this day 

all generations will call me blessed. The almighty has done great things for me: 

holy is his name. He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation. He 

has shown the strength of his arm, he has scattered the proud of heart. He has 

cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly. He has 

filled the hungry with good things, and has sent the rich away empty. He has 

come to the help of his servant Israel for he has remembered his promise of 

mercy, the promise he made to our fathers, to Abraham and his children for 

ever.  

 

HAIL HOLY QUEEN  

Hail, holy Queen, mother of mercy; hail, our life, our sweetness and our hope! 

you do we cry, poor banished children of Eve; to you do we send up our sighs 

mourning and weeping in this vale of tears. Turn then, most gracious advocate, 

your eyes of mercy towards us; and after this our exile, show to us the blessed 

fruit of your womb, Jesus. O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary. Pray for 

us, O holy Mother of God. That we may be made worthy of the promises of 

Christ.  

 

THE ROSARY  

A reflection on the life of Jesus and Mary.  

The Joyful Mysteries The Mysteries of Light 1. The angel tells Mary of Jesus’ 

birth. 1. Jesus is baptised in the River Jordan. 2. Mary visits her cousin 

Elizabeth. 2. Jesus performs the miracle in Cana. 3. Jesus is born in Bethlehem. 

3. Jesus teaches about the kingdom of God. 4. Jesus is presented to God in the 

temple. 4. Jesus is transfigured on the mountain. 5. Jesus is found in the 

temple. 5. Jesus gives us the Eucharist.  

The Sorrowful Mysteries The Glorious Mysteries 1. Jesus prays in the Garden of  

Olives. 1. Jesus rises from the dead. 2. Jesus is stripped and beaten. 2. Jesus  
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ascends into heaven. 3. Jesus is crowned with thorns. 3. The Holy Spirit 

descends on the apostles. 4. Jesus carries the cross to Calvary. 4. Mary is taken 

into heaven. 5. Jesus dies on the cross. 5. Mary is crowned queen of heaven 

and earth.  

 

When praying the Rosary the Our Father is recited after each mystery. The Hail  

Mary is repeated ten times followed by the Glory Be to the Father. The Hail 

Holy Queen in said at the very end. 

 

MAKE ME A CHANNEL OF YOUR PEACE  

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow 

love, where there is injury let me sow pardon, where there is doubt, let me 

sow faith, where there is despair let me give hope, where there is darkness let 

me give light, where there is sadness let me give joy. O divine Master, grant 

that I may not seek to be consoled as to console, to be understood as to 

understand, to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive, it is in 

pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to eternal 

life. Amen.  

 

THE GRAIL PRAYER  

Lord Jesus, I give you my hands to do your work. I give you my feet to go your 

way. I give you my eyes to see as you do. I give you my tongue to speak your 

words. I give you my mind that you may think in me. I give you my spirit that 

you may pray in me. Above all, I give you my heart that you may love in me, 

your Father, and all mankind. I give you my whole self that you may grow in 

me, so that it is you, Lord Jesus who  

live and work and play in me. Amen.  

 

PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH  

My dear St Joseph, I beseech you to obtain for me a contrite and humble heart, 

and great purity of soul and body. Pray for me that I may do the will of God all 

my life, and pray for me especially at the hour of my death.  

Amen.  

 

PRAYER ADAPTED FROM ST. PATRICK’S BREASTPLATE  
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Christ be beside me, Christ be before me, Christ be behind me, King of my 

heart. Christ be within me, Christ be below me, Christ be above me, never to 

part.  

 

PRAYER TO ST. TERESA OF AVILA  

Christ has no body now on earth but yours, no hands but yours, no feet but 

yours, yours are the eyes through which to look out on Christ’s compassion to 

the world, yours are the feet with which he is to go about doing good, yours 

are the hands with which he is to bless people now.  

 

ST. FRANCIS CANTICLE  

O most high, almighty, good Lord, God:  

To you belong praise, glory, honour and all blessing.  

Praised be my Lord by all his creatures,  

And chiefly by our brother the sun,  

Who brings us the day and the light.  

Fair is he, and shines with a very great splendour:  

O Lord, he points us to you.  

Praised be my Lord by our sister the moon,  

And by the stars which you have set clear and lovely in heaven.  

Praised be my Lord by our brother the wind,  

And by air and cloud, calms and all weather,  

By which you uphold life in all creatures.  

Praised be my Lord by our sister water,  

Who is very useful to us and humble and precious and clean.  

Praised be my Lord by our brother fire,  

Through whom you give light in the darkness:  

And he is bright and pleasant and very mighty and strong.  

Praised be my Lord by our mother the earth,  

Who sustains us and keeps us,  

And brings forth fruits of different kinds, flowers of many  

Colours, and grass.  

 

THE BEATITUDES  

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. Blessed are  

those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they 

shall inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
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righteousness, for they shall have their fill. Blessed are the merciful, for they 

shall receive mercy. Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God. Blessed 

are those persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the Kingdom of 

Heaven.  

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS  

First Station: Jesus is condemned to death  

Second Station: Jesus receives the cross  

Third Station: Jesus falls the first time  

Fourth Station: Jesus is met by his blessed mother  

Fifth Station: Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus carry his Cross  

Sixth Station: Veronica wipes the face of Jesus  

Seventh Station: Jesus falls the second time  

Eighth Station: The women of Jerusalem  

Ninth Station: Jesus falls for the third time  

Tenth Station: Jesus is stripped of his garments  

Eleventh Station: Jesus is nailed to the Cross  

Twelfth Station: Jesus dies on the Cross  

Thirteenth Station: Jesus is taken down from the Cross  

Fourteenth Station: Jesus is placed in the tomb  

After each Station say Our Father; Hail Mary; Glory Be to the Father.  

 

PRAYER OF BLESSED JOHN HENRY NEWMAN  

O Lord, support us all the day long, Until the shadows lengthen, and the 

evening comes, and the busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and 

our work is done. Then in your mercy, grant us a safe lodging and a holy rest, 

and peace at the last. Amen  

 

THE BENEDICTUS  

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel! He has visited his people and redeemed  

them. He has raised up for us a mighty saviour in the house of David his 

servant, as he promised by the lips of holy men, those who were his prophets 

from of old. A saviour who would free us from our foes, from the hands of all 

who hate us. So his love for our fathers is fulfilled and his holy covenant 

remembered. He swore to Abraham our father to grant us, that free from fear, 

and saved from the hands of our foes, we might serve him in holiness and 
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justice all the days of our life in his presence. As for you little child, you shall be 

called a prophet of God, the Most High. You shall go ahead of the Lord to 

prepare a way for him. To make known to hispeople their salvation, through 

forgiveness of all their sins, the loving kindness of the heart of our God who 

visits us like the dawn from on high. He will give light to those  

in darkness, those who dwell in the shadow of death, and guide us into the 

way of peace. Glory be to the Father….  

 

PRAYER OF ST. RICHARD OF CHICHESTER  

Thanks be to you, my Lord, Jesus Christ, for all the benefits which you have 

given me, for all the pains and insults which you have borne for me. O most 

merciful Redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, love you 

more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day.  

Amen.  

 

 


