
Year Six Reading 

Year 6 Reading: Working at Expected Standard 

The Pupil can: 

• Fluently and effortlessly read the full range of age-appropriate texts: modern 
fiction and those from our literary heritage; books from other cultures; 
myths, legends and traditional stories; poetry; plays; non-fiction and 
reference or text books. 

• Determine the meaning of new words by applying morphological knowledge 
of root words and affixes e.g. ambitious, infectious, observation, innocence. 

• Use appropriate intonation, tone and volume when reciting or reading aloud 
to an audience, to make the meaning clear. 

• Demonstrate a positive attitude by frequently reading a wide range of texts 
for pleasure, both fiction and non-fiction. 

• Show familiarity with different text types specified in the YR 5-6 programme 
of study, which include modern fiction and fiction from our literary heritage; 
books from other 

• cultures; myths, legends and traditional stories; poetry, plays and a range of 
non-fiction texts. 

• Recommend books to others, giving reasons for their choices; state 
preferences. 

• Accurately identify and comment on the features, themes and conventions 
across a range of writing, and understand their use. 

• Demonstrate that they have learned a wide range of poetry by heart. 

• Identify language, structural and presentational features in texts (e.g. 
columns, bullet points, tables) and explain how they contribute to meaning. 

• Use contextual evidence to make sense of the text; explore finer meanings of 
words; show, discuss and explore their understanding of the meaning of 
vocabulary in context. 

• Identify the effect of language, including figurative; explain and evaluate its 
effect e.g. impact of a word or phrase on the reader; the suitability of a 
chosen simile; 

• personification. 

• During discussion, ask pertinent questions to enhance understanding. 

• Make accurate and appropriate comparisons within and across different 
texts. 

• Make developed inferences e.g. characters’ thoughts and motives, or identify 
an inferred atmosphere; explain and justify with textual evidence to support 
reasoning; make 

• predictions which are securely rooted in the text. 



• Distinguish between fact and opinion. 

• Retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction texts. 

• Identify key details which support main ideas; summarise content drawn 
from more than one paragraph. 

• Participate in discussion about books, expressing and justifying opinions, 
building on ideas, and challenging others’ views courteously. 

• Explain their understanding of what they have read, including through formal 
presentation and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic. 

 

Year 6 Reading: Working at Greater Depth 

The Pupil can: 

• Explain the structural devices used to organise a text. 

• Comment on the structural devices used to organise the text. 

• Read several texts on the same topic to find and compare information. 

• Explain the main purpose of a text and summarise it succinctly. 

• Draw inferences from subtle clues across a complete text 

• Recognise the impact of the social, historical, cultural on the themes in a 
text. 

• Comment on the development of themes in longer novels. 

• Compare and contrast the styles of different writers with evidence and 
explanation. 

• Evaluate the styles of different writers with evidence and explanation. 

• Prepare poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, using body 
language, tone, pitch and volume to engage the audience. 

• Compare and contrast the language used in two different texts. 

• Identify the grammatical features/techniques used to create mood, 
atmosphere, key messages, attitudes. 

• Evaluate the impact of the grammatical features/techniques used to create 
mood, atmosphere, key messages, attitudes. 

• Identify how writers manipulate grammatical features for effect. 

• Analyse why writers make specific vocabulary choices. 

• Give a personal response to a range of literature and nonfiction texts, 
stating preferences and justifying them. 

• Explain how and why a text has impact on a reader. 

• Identify how characters change during the events of a longer novel. 

• Explain the key features, themes and characters across a text. 

• Compare and contrast characters, themes and structure in texts by the 
same and different writers. 



• Explain the author’s viewpoint in a text and present an alternative point of 
view. Explain an opinion, referring to the text to justify it; Point, Evidence 
and Explanation (PEE). 

• Explain an opinion, referring to the text to justify it; Point, Evidence and 
Explanation (PEE). 

• Use a combination of skimming, scanning and text marking to find and 
collate information. 

• Re-present collated information 
 


